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ZANU PF ‘chicken to change’  

The past week has been eventful with 

the conviction of the ‘Harare 6’(aka the 
'Zimbabwe 6' or 'Egypt 6') on the 19th 

of March 2012 and their subsequent 
non-custodial sentence on the 21st of 

March for allegedly ‘conspiring to com-
mit public violence’ after watching a 

video on the Arab Spring. What has 
emerged from the trial of the six is the 

apparent fear of ‘people power’ exhibit-
ed by ZANU PF in response to its wan-

ing political supremacy and the contin-
ued use of the judiciary system to frus-

trate efforts by well meaning citizens to 
exercise their democratic rights. 

Since the beginning of the Arab Spring 
in 2010, post- independent Africa has 

awoken and united against dictator-
ships. Events of the past two years in-

cluding the demise of the dictatorships 
in Tunisia and Egypt; the fight for fun-

damental freedoms in Libya and subse-
quent demise of Muammar Gadaffi; the 

protests against the Malawian govern-
ment and against the bid for re- elec-

tion by Senegalese President Abdoulaye 

Wade and the victory of Zambian oppo-
sition leader, Michael Sata; bare testa-

ment to the growing derision for the old 
regimes and dictatorships and the nos-

talgia for change. 

ZANU PF has been in power since inde-
pendence and is conscious of the fact 

that they have failed as a government 
to bring sustainable development to 

Zimbabwe resulting in growing unrest 

and displeasure with and within the po-
litical party and its octogenarian leader 

President Robert Mugabe. The admis-

sion by Magistrate, Kudakwashe Jarabi-

ni and Prosecutor, Edmore Nyazamba 
that Zimbabwe is a troubled nation and 

that any show of dissatisfaction could 
spark unrest shows how the govern-

ment is bent on discouraging the emer-
gence of a combined force against the 

ruling elites. 

During aggravation, State Prosecutor, 
Edmore Nyazamba said, 

‘Even if revolts did not take 
place in Zimbabwe, the court 

should take into account the 
historical background which 

our country shares with 
Egypt, both former British 

colonies, the revolt in Egypt 
started at Tahrir Square 

while here the six planned to 
convene at Africa Unity 

Square, there were economic 

hardships at the time in 
Egypt, these are the same 

conditions prevailing in Zim-
babwe...’ 

Nyazamba however deliberately forgot 

one crucial similarity between the coun-
tries; The unpopularity of the Mubarrak 

dictatorship which ruled Egypt at the 
time and the similar unpopularity of the 

Mugabe dictatorship currently ruling 
Zimbabwe (ZANU PF undoubtedly wields 

more political muscle in the ‘marriage of 
convenience’) coupled with the growing 

dissent among civilians. 

The similarity above is undoubtedly the 

most important which stirred the Egyp-
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tian revolution and which could stir a hornet’s nest in the Zimbabwe. In passing 

sentence Magistrate Jarabini admitted that the political situation in the country is a 
time bomb, 

‘It is of paramount importance to take note that the prevailing polit-

ical environment was conducive enough to easily incite.... the tim-
ing was deliberate, taking advantage of the fact that clips were 

shown and played in almost all television stations which could have 
easily ignited riotous conduct not only by the accused (activists) 

but by opportunists and hooligans. ’ 

ZANU PF through its functionaries within the judiciary admitted that there is a gen-
eral dissatisfaction with the political party and the growing demands for leadership 

renewal. As civil society organisations highlighted, what was on trial was the very 
idea that the government can be overthrown and not that the Harare 6 committed 

any crime. In which independent country is watching a video criminalised? Despite 
Jarabini painstakingly arguing that the crime is not watching the video but the in-

tentions behind watching that video, it is evident that the video ignited fear in Mu-

gabe, ZANU PF and its functionaries. The intention of the trial was to instil fear in 
all Zimbabweans such that no one would ever dream, let alone think about ques-

tioning Mugabe’s authority. This is the reason why State Prosecutor Nyazamba lik-
ened Mugabe to the biblical Moses and threatened the activists with ‘stoning’ and 

‘swallowing by the earth’ for questioning his authority. 

The questions which arise however are; Why do we hold elections when we cannot 
even criticise the government and demand accountability? Is it not a democratic 

right of all Zimbabweans to elect their representatives freely and without intimida-
tion? Doesn’t democracy encourage scrutiny of public office holders? What is the 

purpose of the constitution which protects all fundamental freedoms including the 

freedom of expression and which highlights the need for the holding of periodic 
elections when these very aspects of democracy are criminalised? 

ZANU PF’s fear emanates from its continued thirst for power which is in contradic-

tion with the people’s desire for political reform and change. Political movements 
which have challenged Mugabe’s power since independence including the late Dr. 

Joshua Nkomo led Zimbabwe African People’s Union (ZAPU) in the 80’s and the 
Zimbabwe Unity Movement (ZUM) led by the late Edgar Tekere have been vilified 

and rubbished by Mugabe and his sympathisers. Even those within ZANU PF who 
have challenged the octogenarian leader such as Simba Makoni, Dzikamai 

Mavhaire and Dumiso Dabengwa have been censured or pushed out of the party. 

It is apparent that ZANU PF is attempting to contain growing dissent, through ar-

chaic and colonial style means with the victimisation, conviction and sentencing of 
the Harare 6 acting as a warning to Zimbabweans to desist from organising pro-

tests against government. For ZANU PF, this route is easier to take than address-
ing the root causes of the dissent which are bad governance and illegitimacy. Or in 
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the words of the State Prosecutor, the ZANU PF controlled judiciary ‘does not want 

to be caught sending the wrong message to the public that in Zimbabwe people 
can protest as they wish.’ In reality, the message which the judiciary wanted to 

send was that any discrediting of the government or attempts to do so will cause a 
strong backlash from the state. 

For a country which boasts of having attained independence thirty two years ago, 

the suppression of the people’s rights is a reversal of the very essence of the liber-

ation struggle. Wanting the President to retire is not treason and advocating for 

the removal of a government is equally legal. Prosecution by persecution, which 

ZANU PF has perfected over the years, is by its very nature a colonial tactic used 

to smother citizens’ fundamental freedoms. But then again, will ZANU PF’s contin-

ued silencing of the citizens yield any positive results? Only time will tell… 
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Six ZINASU activists were arrested yes-

terday the 21st of March, after the sen-

tencing of the ‘Harare 6’and are being 

charged with Conspiracy to commit public 

violence .After their singing and chanting 

in front of the court ,celebrating the light 

sentence. They are being held at Harare 

Central Police Station.  
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Justice delayed is justice denied.... 

The Glen View 29 who include Zimrights 

National Coordinator, Ms. Cynthia 

Manjoro, Movement for Democratic 

Change (MDC) National Executive mem-

ber, Last Maengahama and MDC Youth 

Assembly President, Solomon Madzore 

remain in custody facing charges of 

murdering police officer, Petros Mutedza 

in May 2011 in Glen View township. The 

trial of the 29, which was meant to com-

mence on the 12th of March 2012 failed 

to take off due to an application by the 

Defense for trial postponement to the 

2nd of April. The defence also applied for 

bail for the activists.  

   

However, the Glenview 29 continue lan-

guishing in remand prison due to the 

continued postponement of the bail ap-

plication and the subsequent decision by 

High Court Judge, Justice Chinembiri 

Bhunu to reserve judgement indefinite-

ly. The bail application has been post-

poned a record eight times over the 

past two weeks for a number of reasons 

ranging from the alleged poor health of 

Justice Bhunu, failure by Prosecutor Ed-

more Nyazamba  to appear for the hear-

ing and transport problems experienced 

by one of the assessors. It is clear that 

the state is bent on frustrating efforts to 

secure the release on bail of the 29 ac-

tivists. The 29 have already served jail 
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time although they await their trial 

and judgement.  

 

The postponements have exposed the 

hypocrisy of Prosecutor Nyazamba 

who, on the 12th of March responded 

to the application by the defense for 

trial postponement saying, ‘This idea 

of postponing is an injustice to the ac-

cused persons.’ It seems Nyazamba 

failed to take up the advice he offered 

to the Defence as he continues to 

block the release on bail of the 29 call-

ing them ‘flight risks’ and is a culprit in 

the continued postponements.  

 

At the last court hearing held on the 

22nd of March, the defence, led by 

Charles Kwaramba, submitted that the 

accused deserved to be admitted to 

bail as the state’s case against them is 

weak and has failed to establish any 

factors in terms of Section 112 of the 

Criminal Procedures and Evidence Act 

to deny them bail. He added that the 

indictment of the accused had only 

weakened the case. Of Jefias Moyo, 

one of the accused, the defence stated 

that to remand him in custody just be-

cause he is alleged to have committed 

a crime whilst on bail would be a viola-

tion of the presumption that one is in-

nocent until proven guilty. 
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The defence also submitted that given the time that has lapsed since the arrest of 

the accused persons, police had not retrieved any more evidence and thus the 

state did not have cogent reasons to support its bail opposition. Kwaramba said the 

police, having taken the accused persons into custody so they could investigate, 

were not investigating as they have failed to investigate Solomon Madzore’s alibi. 

The presiding judge, Justice Chinembiri Bhunu postponed the bail ruling indefinite-

ly.  
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Radio Dialogue: 'Community Radio: a tool for commu-

nity development'  

Bulawayo's community radio initiative, Radio Dialogue in conjunction with Bulawa-

yo Agenda and the Zimbabwe Association for Community Radio Stations 

(ZACRAS) yesterday, 21 March 2012 held a community radio broadcasting confer-

ence at the Zimbabwe International Trade Fair (ZITF). The conference which was 

held under the theme, 'Community Radio: a tool for community development' was 

attended by close to 1000 residents drawn from the city's 29 wards.  

 

The key speakers at the broadcasting conference included Radio Dialogue's Pro-

duction Manager, Zenzele Ndebele who gave a brief background of community ra-

dios in Zimbabwe and the differences between a community radio and a commer-

cial radio. Voluntary Media Council of Zimbabwe (VMCZ) Director, Takura Zhanga-

zha presented on the political implications of media laws in Zimbabwe. He 

stressed that it is the right of all citizens to demand a licence as it is the gate way 

to achieving freedom of expression. He also said it is important for residents to be 

knowledgeable on the Broadcasting Services Act as knowledge is key to progres-

sive activism. Thabani Nyoni, Bulawayo Agenda Director and Crisis in Zimbabwe 

Coalition Spokesperson spoke on the role played by civic society organisations in 

advocating for the liberalisation of the airwaves. He revealed that civic society or-

ganisations have played a significant role in setting up community radio initiatives 

across the country.  

 

While there were suggestions from the Bulawayo Progressive Residents Associa-

tion that residents should boycott paying television and radio licences until com-

munity radio stations are licensed, Koliwe Nyoni representing the Media Institute 

of Southern Africa (MISA) said licences are paid for possession of a radio or tele-

vision set and not for programming. National University of Science and Technolo-

gy media lecturer Blessing Jona said the Broadcasting Authority of Zimbabwe 

(BAZ) ‘has not done anything to licence community broadcasters and will not do 

anything to licence 'independent' community radio stations’. He said it is up to the 

residents to do something to demand community radio licences. 

 

During the conference, the residents agreed that they would stage a peaceful 

march demanding community broadcasting licences. Efforts to stage the march 

Contact  Us : 04-704418 / 0772471668 Email : info@crisis.co.zw / publications@crisis.co.zw Web :www.crisiszimbabwe.org 

http://www.crisiszimbabwe.org


 

7 

were however thwarted by baton wielding police officers who immediately de-

scended on the venue of the conference. According to Radio Dialogue Director, 

Ms. Debra Mabunda, the police insisted that people were not to move in a group 

after the conference.  

 

Bulawayo residents seem keen to engage in mass protests to call for the licensing 

of all community radio stations. Recalling that Radio Dialogue was during the past 

week denied a police clearance to march to the venue, the residents agreed that 

police clearance applications should in the future be copied to the three principals. 

The declaration that was later made towards the end of the conference highlight-

ed that the relevant authorities should be given an ultimatum to licence communi-

ty radio stations.  

 

Article by Radio Dialogue 
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